Ouseburn Management Board
Tuesday 12 May 2009 at 5.45 pm

Meeting to be held at Ouseburn Regeneration Centre, Spillers Quay, Newcastle upon
Tyne

*PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MEETING WILL BE PRECEDED BY A TOUR OF THE
OUSEBURN MOUTH AREA LOOKING AT ING SITES - PLEASE MEET AT REGEN
- CENTRE AT 5.45 PM

Contact Officer:  Steve Laws — Telephone 211 51 18 F
AGENDA

Time
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2009 (for confirmation) 6.30 pm
3. Matters Arising 6.35 pm
4. ING (Previously CDC) 6.45 pm %
5. Presentation on Urban Villages 7.00 pm .
6. Planning Applications received in the Lower Ouseburn Valley 7.30 pm

Report by Director of Strategic Housing, Planning and Transportation.

7. Minutes of Implementation Group of 27 April 2009 and a Verbal 7.40 pm
Update on the Regeneration Forum

8. Date and Time of Next Meeting
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Ouseburn Management Board

12 May 2009
(5.45 pm - 8.15 pm)

Present:

Councillor Nick Kemp
Councillor S Psallidas
Rachel Scott

Sheila Spencer

Sue Bright

Brenda Grey

Also Present:

Peter Kay

C.W. Hoult
Sam Elliott

Ray Biand

Mark Robinson
Richard Kotter
Ross Billingham

in Attendance:

Dale Bolland
David Cross
Steve Laws

(Chair), Newcastle City Council

Newcastle City Council

Ouseburn Arts and Culture Steering Group -
Ouseburn Trust

Ouseburn Business Steering Group (Vice Chair)
Ouseburn Trust

Ouseburn Trust

Hoults Estates

Hoults Estates
Resident

1NG/CDC

Northumbria University
Student

Economic Development Officer
Planning, Ouseburn Regeneration Centre
Democratic Services

82. TOUR OF OUSEBURN MOUTH AREA/1NG SITES

Prior to the formal business of the Management Board taking place, the Board were
taken on a conducted guide of 1NG sites in the Ouseburn Mouth area.

83. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Harry James.

84. MINUTES

The minutes of the last meeting held on 14 April 2009 were confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chair, subject to:-

(i the deletion of the word ‘duel’ and insertion of ‘dual’ in Minute 75, bullet

point 2; and

(i) The deletion of reference to Councillor Psallidas in Minute 78 (Stepney
Road - Possibility of Metro Station) and replacement with Councillor Kemp.
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Matters Arising:-

(1) City Development Company — Formal representation of Board etc (Minute 75(ii)

refers)

The Chair reported that a meeting with the Chief Executive of the CDC had been
scheduled, but it had been necessary to rearrange.

(2) Insurance Claim — Maynards

Ray Bland reminded members of discussion at a previous Board meeting concerning
the above, and the intention to establish the current whereabouts/position of insurance
monies. It was agreed that this matter would be followed up.

(3) SWS House (Minute 76 (c ) refers)

The Chair reported that he had met with Paul Rubinstein on the above, and there
would hopefully be a conclusion to this situation by the end of the week. The Chair
hoped to be in a position to report back to the Management Board at its next meeting.

(4) Parking issues in Shieldfield

Members were advised that time restrictions were soon to be enforced, with the new
scheme being advertised at the end of June 2009.

(5) Number 16 Bus Service (Minute 79 refers)

Further to discussion at the last meeting, it was reported that it now seemed likely that
diversion to the above bus route would take place, with a stop located outside Hoults
Yard for the Q2 bus..

(6) Section 106 monies

Councilior Psallidas reminded the Board that Section 106 arrangements were due to
end in the near future. The Chair agreed that this situation would need to be
monitored.

(7)Regeneration Centre — Community Room

Sheila Spencer queried whether there had been any progress on market testing of the
above. In response, the Chair reported that a meeting with the Director of
Regeneration was to be arranged, but he understood that the Director had produced a
cost impact for his own Directorate. The Chair hoped to be able to report back to the
next Board meeting.

(8) Victoria Tunnel

The Chair congratulated all involved on the excellent official opening of the Victoria
Tunnel. There had subsequently been a considerable number of enquiries with visits
booked up to the end of July 2009. During discussion, P Kay made reference to the
pressure on the Ouseburn Trust in respect of bookings (in the absence of contact
details). He suggested that even an answer phone arrangement here would be of
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assistance. It was agreed that Dale Boliand would examine.

85. 1NG (FORMERLY CDC)

Mark Robinson was in attendance to introduce himself. The Chair wished to formally
invite Mark to become an ex officio member of the Board.

Sheila Spencer requested planned reports both to this Management Board and to the
Implementation Working Group.

86. PRESENTATION ON URBAN VILLAGES

Richard Kotter (Geography Discipline Area: Northumbria University) was in
attendance to make a slide presentation on the above.

Mr Kotter outlined the origins of the concept (via the Princes Trust Urban Villages
Group of 1992), critical questions pertaining to that concept and the ‘scale’ of the
concept. Although there were 94 definitions of ‘urban village’, there was agreement on
3 fundamental points, as follows:-

(1) it as a community involving groups of people whop resided in a geographically
distinct area;

(2) ‘Community’ referred to the quality of relationships within the group, with
members bonded by common characteristics such as culture, values and
attitudes; and

(3) ‘Community’ relating to a group of people engaged in social interaction, such as
‘neighbouring’.

During the presentation, reference was made to a number of specific issues as
follows:-

¢ Cultural context in terms of countries, production and consumption.

e Class cohesion/gentrification.

» Social cohesion — neo-bohemian, social enterprise etc

¢ The role of urban ethnography, anthropology, sociology.

¢ The collective 'sense of place’ notion.

¢ The ‘plannable’ aspects of the urban village.

< The role of physical planning and architecture/ architecture design etc.
« The role of social planning and enabling, both industry and housing.

« Nostalgia in historical referencing and the regeneration of features.
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o Reference was made to a number of community cohesion studies.
° The methodology of investigation.

© The concept of the modern urban villages promoted (given that 80%
were led by developers, architects and planners rather than community
groups).

¢ Urban villages were always embedded in wider regeneration initiatives
and agendas. (Specific reference being made to Wolverhampton — with
its 2 urban villages) and Birmingham's Jewellery Quarter.

Following the presentation, a discussion ensued during which a number of points were
made as follows:-

u In response to the Chair's query on Mr Kotter's perspective of the Ouseburn
Valley situation, Mr Kotter felt that the area had clearly developed into a Quarter.
From all available research and literature, there was clearly a history in the
Ouseburn Valley of an on/off engaged/non-engaged conflict in relationships.
Upon being queried on what kind of conflicts he perceived, Mr Kotter referred
specifically to resources and money. There was a question here of who pulied
the strings and who controlled the resources. Also, what kind of village was
desired — a creative environment, creating jobs or a ‘social’ model (which was
not just about commercial revenues). The Chair felt that this represented the
current situation, with a consequent need to re-engage with the wider community
on what the next steps should be. He made specific reference to the Board'’s
position here, which had a role in governance but which was ‘advisory’ and did
not make executive decisions. There was a need to protect what had been
achieved, but decisions on direction were now required.

= Having been asked for his view on what the Ouseburn Valley was doing right or
doing wrong, Mr Kotter felt that the valley distinguished itself from other areas of
its kind in that it had active discussion forums, the Ouseburn Trust etc and with
considerable debate taking place. However, he left that there were many
elements of non-engagement elsewhere. This was not made easy by a lack of
residents. He was also not convinced by Ward Committee activity, and felt that
going beyond social enterprise seemed to present a problem. He felt that there
should be more open, frank and risk-taking activity with developers.

5 Peter Kay asked for examples of good partnership working. In response, Mr
Kotter referred to frustrations caused by partnerships with too restrictive a remit,
such as the Liverpool experience.

x The idea of an urban village where people lived, worked and ‘played’ was not the
mode! that emerged in the United Kingdom.

n Having suggested that a truly 'mixed’ environment was actually against the flow
at present and in response to Ray Bland'’s request to expand upon this assertion
Mr Kotter suggested that there would always be conflict between mixed users
and incompatibility. There had been suggestions that an Urban Village could not
be fully ptanned, but opportunities could perhaps be created. There were

k)
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5
different answers from different sectors in this regard.

® Arising from the above, Sheila Spencer referred to the lack of interaction with, for
example, Mariners Wharf and the new housing developments in the Quayside
area; perhaps because they did not feel ‘part’ of the Ouseburn Valley. Perhaps
there was a need for more work here. The Chair concurred, feeling that perhaps
there had been a mis-focus in the past. He suggested the need to align the
Board’s vision with what 1NG were now doing, which would assist the Board to
shape and prioritise its activity. The Board could also act as a conduit for 1NG for
input into the master plan.

. It was agreed that Dale Bolland would circulate paper copies of the presentation
to all board members.

In conclusion, the Chair thanked Mr Kotter for a very informative and excellent
presentation.

RESOLVED - That the presentation be received.
87. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN THE LOWER OUSEBURN VALLEY

Submitted: Report of the Director of Strategic Housing, Planning and Transportation
providing an update of planning applications in the Ouseburn Valley Regeneration
Area (previously circulated and copy attached to Official Minutes).

RESOLVED —~ That the report be received.

88. NOTES OF WORKING GROUPS

(@)  The notes of the recent Implementation Group and Arts and Cultural Steering
Group meetings were received.

(b)  Regeneration Forum — Verbal update

As an update on the Strategy Review, Dale Bolland reported that the Director of Area
Based Regeneration was now looking to move away from the originally intended
planning document to a regeneration one based on the City Council’'s Sustainable
Community Strategy. It was hoped that a draft structure would be available in June
2009.

The Chair queried whether formal sign-off would result in a situation where there
would be a ‘hostage to fortune’ situation in terms of what was deliverable. Dale
Bolland advised that a discussion document would soon be available. The Chair felt
that there was a need to re-engage with the owners of existing sites and ascertain the
current situation and their attitude to the Ouseburn Valley. Peter Kay also referred to
Richard Kotter's presentation and suggested the need to ‘tease out’ some of the
issues discussed. The Chair emphasised that, realistically, this was a major subject
requiring considerable discussion requiring a planned, stand-alone, publicised meeting
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6
on engagement with residents as previously discussed etc. After discussion, it was —

RESOLVED - that a special meeting be arranged for July 2009.

REGENERATION FORUM ~ OUSEBURN VALLEY FORUM

It was noted that the former Regeneration Forum was now known as the Ouseburn
Valley Forum. Sheila Spencer referred to interesting discussion at the last meeting on
renewable energy/ anaerobic digestion etc. There had also been an update on
developments in the Valley. With no set agenda for the July meeting yet, it was
suggested that there might be scope to have a ‘Vision for The Valley debate. The
Chair considered this a good idea, which could inform the Management Board’s
special meeting in July 2009 (see above).

During discussion, the Board felt that a combined publication of 1NG and the

Management Board might be a more effective means of disseminating information that
both organisations sending out the same message in tandem.

A,
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City Council

Ouseburn Management Board
12 May 2009

Planning Applications received in the Lower Ouseburn Valley

Report by: Director of Strategic Housing, Planning and Transportation.

Ward implications:  Byker/Ouseburn

For Information

1. Synopsis

1.1 This report provides an update of planning applications in the Ouseburn Valley
Regeneration Area.

2. Recommendation

2.1 Members are recommended to receive this report for information.

3. Background

3.1 The attached appendix provides a schedule of planning applications that have

been received for the Ouseburn Regeneration Area.

The planning applications can be viewed via Newcastle City Councils web site
www.newcastle.gov.uk and typing ‘planning applications’ in the search box.

4, Legal Implications
4.1 None.
5. Financial Implications
5.1 None.
6. Schedule of Planning Applications
6.1 See attached Appendix.

%




Background Papers
1. Ouseburn Regeneration Strategy.

2. Individual applications are held in case files. File reference numbers are indicated on
the attached schedule.

Contact Officer:

David Cross, phone no. 0191 275 5613
Planning Officer

OMBMay09DC - Pianning Applications Lower Quseburn
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